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Background: Health care workers' (HOWSs) influenza vaccination attitu

epidemic had started in my d e ki - in Turkey. A national vaccination
campaign began on Nov 2'*00 spif t - f Ministry of Health and NGQOs, the
attitudes of the media and ia e molly negitigl. 1S study was to evaluate whether HCWS'

vaccination attitudes improved during the pandemic and to assess the related factors.

Methods: This cross-sectional survey was carried out at the largest university hospital of the Aegean Region-
Turkey. A self-administered questionnaire with 12 structured questions was applied to 807 HCWs (sample coverage
91.3%) before the onset of the vaccination programme. Their final vaccination status was tracked one week
afterwards, using immunization records. Factors influencing vaccination rates were analyzed using ANOVA, t-test,
chi-square test and logistic regression.

Results: Among 807 participants, 363 (45.3%) were doctors and 293 (36.69%) nurses. A total of 153 (19.0%) had
been vaccinated against seasonal influenza in the 2008-2009 season. Regarding HIN1 vaccination, 143 (17.7%) were
willing to be vaccinated vs. 357 (44.29) unwilling. The number of indecisive HCWs was 307 (38.0%) one week prior
to vaccination. Only 53 (11.19%) stated that they would vaccinate their children. Possible side effects (78%, n = 519)
and lack of comprehensive field evaluation before marketing (77%, n = 508) were the most common reasons
underlying unwillingness or hesitation.
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